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Parish Leadership Roles
Pastor
The Pastor plays a critical role in providing leadership, expertise, and direction to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, 
and is key to its success at the parish level. Their involvement and personal endorsement are essential for 
motivating parishioners to participate and give.

Key Responsibilities:

	• �Introduce and Share the Appeal Video: During the appeal weekend, the Pastor should introduce and 
share the link to the video message, ensuring that other celebrants are also instructed to do the same.

	• �Make a Personal Gift: The Pastor is encouraged to make a personal gift during the In-Pew solicitation.  
Their personal endorsement and participation are vital to demonstrating commitment to the Appeal.

	• �Ensure Full Implementation of Campaign Methods: The Pastor is responsible for ensuring that all 
methods for conducting the campaign are fully implemented at the parish.

Pastor Follow-Up Techniques
Effective follow-up is critical to the success of the Annual Appeal. Parish follow-up has proven to be more 
impactful than follow-up conducted by the Development Of�ce.

Recommended Follow-Up Actions
	• �Parish-Speci�c Follow-Up: It is highly encouraged that each parish conducts its own follow-up, whether 
through letters, social media , or phone calls. Research and past statistics show that a personal touch from 
a parish leader, especially the Pastor, signi�cantly increases the likelihood of a positive response.

	• �Send Follow-Up Communication: Pastors are encouraged to send at least one follow-up letter or email to 
parishioners regarding the Annual Appeal. This communication reinforces the importance of the Appeal 
and encourages parishioners who may not have responded initially.

	• �Support from the Development Of�ce:   
The Development Of�ce is available for consultation and assistance in creating follow-up letters or emails. 
We are happy to provide support to help ensure the message is impactful.

Note: Pastor follow-up letters can be sent out through our of�ce at no cost to the parish. While we can  
assist with distribution, we encourage Pastors to personalize the message. A well-crafted, engaging letter that 
connects the Appeal to the unique needs of your parishioners will resonate more deeply and lead to  
greater participation.
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FAQ
1.  �Who benefits from the Bishop’s Annual 

Appeal?
	� Every parish and all people within them benefit 

from the Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Catholic 
Ministries, as well as those who turn to the 
Diocese for charitable and spiritual assistance.

2.  What is the goal of the Annual Appeal?
	� The goal of the 2025 Bishop’s Annual Appeal  

is $9 million; however, the needs of the Diocese 
far exceed $12.5 million. It will be to the benefit of 
the ministries that are supported by the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal to be as successful as possible.

3.	How can I make a gift to the Annual Appeal?
	• �Donate online at  

donate.dallasbishopsappeal.com

	• Make a gift over the phone at 214-528-2540

	• Fill out an in-pew card at your parish

	• �Complete and return the pledge card you 
received in the mail

	• �Gifts of stock, IRA distributions, bequests, 
and charitable annuities can be coordinated 
by contacting Kelly Halaszyn at 214-528-2540 
or khalaszyn@cathdal.org

4.	�What payment methods can I use to make  
a gift?

	• Cash, check, money order, credit card, or 
electronic transfer from your bank account.

	• Credit or Debit card can be made by visiting 
dallasbishopsappeal.com

	• Scan the QR Code with the camera of 
your phone on all available Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal materials.

5.	�Where should they send their  
pledge/gift? 

	� Your check should be made payable to:
	 �Bishop’s Annual Appeal  

3725 Blackburn Street  
P.O. Box 190507  
Dallas, Texas 75219

6.	Can a donor make a matching gift? 

	� Yes! If your gift is eligible, simply print out 
or request a matching gift form from your 
employer, and send it, completed and signed, 
along with your gift to:

	 �Bishop’s Annual Appeal  
3725 Blackburn Street  
P.O. Box 190507  
Dallas, Texas 75219

7.	Can a donor make an IRA charitable gift? 
	 Please see page 9 for detailed instructions.

8. 	 How can I learn more or make a Planned 
Gift?
	� Contact Kelly Halaszyn at 214-379-3178 or 

khalaszyn@cathdal.org.

9.	 Can a donor make a stock gift?
	 Please see page 9 for detailed instructions.

10.  �Some have suggested people stop donating 
to the Diocese in favor of their local parish 
and independent non-profits. Why should I 
give to the Annual Appeal?

	� Your financial support of the Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal funds all the ministries, services, and 
programs designed to extend the effectiveness 
of your parish and address the needs of our 
brothers and sisters across 9 counties and 
throughout North Texas.  Your brothers and 
sisters still need the food, shelter, education, 
a chance for a better future, priests for 
Sacraments, and hope that diocesan ministries 
provide. This is what Catholics are called to do. 
Decreased participation in these programs 
hurts our brothers and sisters who need these 
programs the most.

11.	 �Have funds from the Bishop's Annual Appeal 
ever been used to settle judgements against 
the Diocese?

	� The Appeal is the annual fundraising campaign 
for the Catholic Diocese of Dallas and was 
incorporated in 1996 as distinct Texas 501(c)
(3) corporation.  100 percent of your gift to 
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal goes to fund our 
diocesan-sponsored Catholic programs  
and services.

	� When payment is made directly to a victim, 
those funds are paid from the Diocesan 
insurance fund. Donations to fundraising 
initiatives such as the Bishop’s Annual  
Appeal are not contributed to the Diocese 
insurance fund.

12.	 �How is the fundraising goal for each  
parish determined?

	� The fundraising goals for each parish is based 
on the average of the last three years of 
pledges.  Visit dallasbishopsappeal.com/ for 
 all parish’s goals.

13.	 �Can I make a pledge online if I did not fill  
out a pledge card at my parish?

	� You can make a pledge online if you did not  
fill out a pledge at your parish by clicking on 
the “Donate Now” button at the top of this 
page or by clicking this link:  
donate.dallasbishopsappeal.com/
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